
Giuseppe Maggiolini, cabinet maker. An exhibition in Parabiago 

Two hundred years after the death of the great eighteenth-century 
master cabinetmaker Giuseppe Maggiolini, the town of Parabiago, in 
the province of Milan, celebrates his work with an exhibition 
(open from 20 September to 9 November) at the Palazzo Maggi 
Corvini and Museum Foundation Carla Musazzi. 

Maggiolini's furniture was the first 
to bring Lombardy on the 
international map of furniture in 
Europe. The son of a forester and a 
lover of wood since childhood, 
Maggiolini was the cabinetmaker for 
the courts of Europe, all longing to 
get his bedsidetables, consolles and 
boxes, daily furniture or floorings. 
His success grew slowly but surely, 
thanks to an ever more prestigious 
amount of commissions. 

In 1765, he was asked to design a 
chest of drawers for Villa Litta in 
Lainate, then to envisage the decors 
of the room that was used for the 
wedding of Archduke Ferdinand of 
Austria with Maria Beatrice d'Este. 
This introduction in the Ausburg's 
court brought to Maggiolini other 
excellent commissions such as that of 
the floors of the Palace of the Court 
in Milan and of the Villa Reale in 
Monza. 

I find Maggiolini's furniture fascinating. The way in which he 
associated different types of wood, for example, is amazing: every 
nuance of the drawing is performed by changing the raw material, 
following a process of decoration that must have required a very 
high number of hours of work and great manual expertise. 
Apparently Maggiolini was so in love with decoration that he gave 
up desining furniture devoid of large surfaces (for instance, no 
chairs in his portfolio). Reading about him, I discovered that he 
used up to 86 different species of wood. Mahogany and ebony 
imported from America, maple, holly, boxwood and hawthorn from 
Como and Lecco. Beyond the decorations, however, I find that the 
furniture of this great cabinet maker also featured stunning 
shapes. Although in Lombardy, at the time, the rococo style was 
still very much in fashion, Maggiolini always preferred rigid 
geometries, with bands framing the subject and legs as truncated 
pyramids. A taste, in short, that anticipated the neo-classical 
(and perhaps, even, a little 'modern taste?). 

To frame this unusual but certainly interesting show, the City of 
Parabiago is staging a series of events, perfect for captivate 
even the most reluctant on the subject of furniture (I have some 
in the family myself so I simpathize...). Such as the race 
Bicicliamo on Maggiolini itineraries (organized by Legambiente, 
meeting point in Parabiago & Nerviano town squares on September 21 
14,30 h) or the workshop "How to set a table 18th century 
style"(at the Villa Ida Lampugnani on 27 and September 28 
(organized by the Associazione Culturale La Fabbrica di 



Sant'Ambrogio). For info: www.comune.parabiago.mi.it


